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Lesson Seven: Chapter 4:1-21

I.  The First Arrest of the Christians (4:1-4)


A.  Peter and John were arrested by the priests, the captain of the temple and the ___________ (vs. 1).  The Sadducees did not believe in the __________ of the body.  They were grieved that Peter and John “preached” the resurrection of the body from death.  They did not believe in angels and they refused to place a high priority on any of the writings outside of the Five Books of Moses (the Law) in their bible.  They discounted the writings of the Prophets and the poetry of the Psalms.  These men were the persons who controlled the affairs of the temple and they had the authority to arrest those who violated their laws (vs. 3).  


B.  In our previous lesson we read about the miraculous healing of the crippled man.  In 4:3 we read of the subsequent arrest of Peter, John and the ___________(cf vv.10,14).  We are given some insight about this man who “was made whole” through the Name of Jesus Christ.  According to verse 22 he is said to have been “above ___________ years of age.”  This represented full adulthood and the consent of the man to fellowship with Peter and John was in his own providence.  Let us now turn to the actual period of questioning by the Sanhedrin as recorded in these verses.

II.  Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin (4:5-21)


A.  The ___________ day the rulers, elders and scribes gathered with Annas the ___________ priest, and Caiaphas,
 (the son-in-law of Annas),
 and priests named John and Alexander.  The tremendous miracle gained the attention of these religious authorities, and they desired to question Peter and John about it (vv.5-7).  The gathering of these religious officials was in accordance with the rules of the Sanhedrin.  This “holy gathering” was intended to determine the will of God in matters pertaining to the Jewish state.  Annas was the High Priest (cf. Jn 18:13-14 & 11:49-53) but his son-in-law occupied the office as well.  Because of the political nature of this office, having been somewhat determined by the rulers of Rome and the Herodians, the scriptural line of authority for the high priesthood was forfeited. That line of authority originally rested in Aaron and Levi.  This forfeiture of authority was redeemed through the priesthood of Jesus Christ, who is called our High Priest (Heb 4:14-5:10).  


B.  The rulers, elders and scribes were the judges of the Law in Israel.  The scribes specialized in the meaning of the Law.  They were also responsible for the transmission of manuscripts.  The methods for copying and preserving manuscripts were very demanding.  These manuscripts were copied and transcribed from generation to generation by highly trained and educated men who held these manuscripts as the Word of God.  The manuscripts were written word by word, and when completed (sometimes after years of preparation), the scribes would test the manuscript by counting the original manuscript’s words and comparing it with the count of the copied manuscript.  If the count matched, the scribes would then take the original manuscript and find the exact middle word, and then compare it with the copied manuscript. If the word matched up, the manuscript was blessed and remained for use. If the middle word did not match between the original and the copied manuscripts, the copied manuscript was destroyed as defective!!  The scribes would then start over with the whole process of copying.  Other such tests were employed to maintain the integrity of the original Word of God.  


C.  In verse 7 we understand that Peter, John and the healed man were placed in the ___________ of the Sanhedrin.  The question the Sanhedrin asked concerned the “power” or “name” used to heal the crippled man.  Verse 8 tells us that “Peter was ___________ with the Holy Spirit” when he answered the Sanhedrin.  His answer is a miniature sermon.  He begins by addressing the Sanhedrin and introducing the reason for the arrest and inquisition.  The “___________ deed” and the means by which the lame man was healed are the issues that interest the authorities in the Sanhedrin.  Peter immediately tells the gathering that the healing occurred through the Name of ___________ of Nazareth, and reminds them of their participation in the___________ of Jesus (vs. 10).

After bringing them face to face with their rebellion against God, Peter tells them that God has raised Jesus from the ___________.  Then Peter quotes Scripture which could not be mistaken for content and meaning.  The “stone that the builders rejected has become the head of the corner.”  This Scripture can be found in Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 8:14 and Genesis 49:24.  Jesus himself quoted this saying as it is recorded in Matthew 21:42.  With this one Scripture, Peter tells these religious experts and rulers that the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms spoke of Jesus Christ.  In his follow-up, Peter extends the truth of ___________.  Salvation is ONLY found through the Name of Jesus Christ (cf. Jn 18:23-24 & 14:6). 


“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

[image: image1]
D.  The Sanhedrin was amazed at the boldness of Peter and John.  This is quite a contrast to the frightened disciples fearing for their lives as recorded in the Gospels (cf. Jn 20:19 etc.).  These once frightened disciples became lions of God and they roared with the message of God’s love and forgiveness so that the entire world heard them!  The empowering of these men by the Holy Spirit (1:8) visibly changed them from being cowards to becoming great men of boldness and courage for the sake of the Kingdom. The Jews “took knowledge of them that they had been with ___________” (vs. 13).  The gathering inspected the healed man and could not discount the miracle that occurred.  That this miracle occurred through the name of Jesus of Nazareth must have been exceptional in the minds of those who had so recently participated in the recent crucifixion of Jesus!  With this in mind, the Sanhedrin separated the Apostles from their midst and conferred as to the course of action they should take.  These religious leaders decided that they would prevent the spread of this movement by ___________ the disciples (vs.17).  They called Peter, John and the healed man back into the assembly and commanded them not to __________ or ___________ in the ___________ of Jesus (vs.18).  This was done after the threats against their lives were made (vs. 21).  Peter and John answered in the boldness of the Holy Spirit.  They addressed the Sanhedrin with a command to judge righteously.  The disciples would obey ___________ before they would hearken to the voices of ___________ (vs.19).  These men could only testify about what they had seen and heard and nothing could stop them from proclaiming God’s message of love in Jesus Christ!!
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Bible excursion-What was the Sanhedrin?


Sanhedrim more correctly Sanhedrin (Gr. synedrion), meaning "a sitting together," or a "council." This word (rendered "council," A.V.) is frequently used in the New Testament (Mt 5:22 26:59 Mr 15:1) etc. to denote the supreme judicial and administrative council of the Jews, which, it is said, was first instituted by Moses, and was composed of seventy men (Nu 11:16,17) But that seems to have been only a temporary arrangement which Moses made. This council is with greater probability supposed to have originated among the Jews when they were under the domination of the Syrian kings in the time of the Maccabees. The name is first employed by the Jewish historian Josephus. This "council" is referred to simply as the "chief priests and elders of the people" (Mt 26:3,47,57,59 27:1,3,12,20) etc., before whom Christ was tried on the charge of claiming to be the Messiah. Peter and John were also brought before it for promulgating heresy (Ac 4:1-23 5:17-41) as was also Stephen on a charge of blasphemy (Ac 6:12-15) and Paul for violating a temple by-law (Ac 22:30 23:1-10) The Sanhedrin is said to have consisted of seventy-one members, the high priest being president. They were of three classes (1 the chief priests, or heads of the twenty-four priestly courses 1Ch 24 (2 the scribes, and (3 the elders. As the highest court of judicature, "in all causes and over all persons, ecclesiastical and civil, supreme," its decrees were binding, not only on the Jews in Palestine, but on all Jews wherever scattered abroad. Its jurisdiction was greatly curtailed by Herod, and afterwards by the Romans. Its usual place of meeting was within the precincts of the temple, in the hall "Gazith," but it sometimes met also in the house of the high priest (Mt 26:3) who was assisted by two vice-presidents. 
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� Caiaphas the Jewish high priest (A.D. 27-36) at the beginning of our Lord's public ministry, in the reign of Tiberius (Lu 3:2) and also at the time of his condemnation and crucifixion (Mt 26:3,57 Joh 11:49 18:13,14) He held this office during the whole of Pilate's administration. His wife was the daughter of Annas, who had formerly been high priest, and was probably the vicar or deputy (Heb. sagan) of Caiaphas. He was of the sect of the Sadducees (Ac 5:17) and was a member of the council when he gave his opinion that Jesus should be put to death "for the people, and that the whole nation perish not" (Joh 11:50) In these words he unconsciously uttered a prophecy. "Like Saul, he was a prophet in spite of himself." Caiaphas had no power to inflict the punishment of death, and therefore Jesus was sent to Pilate, the Roman governor, that he might duly pronounce the sentence against him (Mt 27:2 Joh 18:28) At a later period his hostility to the gospel is still manifest (Ac 4:6) See ANNAS 





� Annas was high priest A.D. 7-14. In A.D. 25 Caiaphas, who had married the daughter of Annas (Joh 18:13) was raised to that office, and probably Annas was now made president of the Sanhedrim, or deputy or coadjutor of the high priest, and thus was also called high priest along with Caiaphas (Lu 3:2) By the Mosaic law the high-priesthood was held for life (Nu 3:10) and although Annas had been deposed by the Roman procurator, the Jews may still have regarded him as legally the high priest. Our Lord was first brought before Annas, and after a brief questioning of him (Joh 18:19-23) was sent to Caiaphas, when some members of the Sanhedrim had met, and the first trial of Jesus took place (Mt 26:57-68) This examination of our Lord before Annas is recorded only by John. Annas was president of the Sanhedrim before which Peter and John were brought (Ac 4:6) 
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