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Lesson Eleven: Chapter 5:12-16

I.  Miracles in the Early Church 5:12-13
A. The events characterizing the early church were supernatural.  Miracles

were worked by the “___________ of the Apostles” (vs. 12).  We read that many of these were performed publicly in ___________ Porch.  In verse 13 we note that the distinction between the Apostles and the rest of the church was clearly maintained.  No one dared to assume authority at the level of the Apostles due to the “signs and wonders” performed.

B. This attitude reflects the reverence in the church, especially after the deaths

of Ananias and Sapphira.  This distinction is noted at the outset of Acts in 1:13, and further supported by the words of Peter in 1:15-26.  The support for such a distinction is manifest through these signs and wonders (2:43; 4:33; 5:5, 11-13 etc).  The doctrine of the Apostles (2:42) and the leadership of the Apostles (4:35-37) further distinguish the positions of leadership held by the Apostles.  The people magnify these Apostles who in turn glorified the Lord (vs. 13).  


II. Ministry in the Early Church 5:14-16

   A.  Verse 14 tells us that the growth of the early Church was phenomenal! “___________ of believers were added to the ___________.  Both men and women professed faith in the Lord.  The sick were brought onto the streets where Peter walked with the hope that his “___________” might overshadow them.

   B.  Verse 16 tells us that people came from neighboring cities with their sick and their demon possessed in the hope of healing and exorcism.  Every person brought to the Apostles was healed.  

   C.  A parallel between Peter and Paul is found through the Book of Acts.  Peter’s “shadow” (vs. 15) finds a parallel with Paul’s clothing (19:12).  Other parallels will be developed to include their raising the dead, their escapes from prison, their encounters with sorcerers and other interesting comparisons.  In the Old Testament (OT) we read of the “bones of Elisha” (II Kings 13:21) and the resurrection of a person from death who was placed in contact with them.  In the Book of Revelation we read of the Tree of Life which produces “leaves for the healing of the nations” (Rev 22:2).  Other such objects carrying the power of God included the Ark of the Covenant (II SAM 6:11), and the Brazen Serpent (Num 21:9).  

    D.  Peter’s reputation as a minister was so well known and respected that many writings bearing his name were produced.  Some of the more outstanding writings are the Acts of Saint Peter, the Apocalypse of Saint Peter and the Gospel of Saint Peter.  These apocryphal writings were written between AD 150-200.  Copies can be found in good libraries.

