Chaplain Johnston’s Bible Search in the BOOK OF ACTS






Lesson Nine: Chapter 4:32--37

I.  Holiness in the early Church 4:32-33


A. The second great visitation of God’s Spirit (4:23-31) empowered the ministry of preaching the Word of God with holy ___________ (vs. 31).  We are again reminded of the full commitment of the brethren to one another.  In verses 32-37 we read of that commitment.  The multitude of believers were of “___________ heart and of one ___________.”  They shared their mutual wealth with one another so that no-one had need.  This section of the Book of Acts parallels chapter 2:1-5 & 41-47.  Critics have suggested that the accounts are actually one and the same, and that Luke used both accounts by mistake when he wrote this first Church history.  Others are of the opinion that Luke wrote two differing accounts of the Day of Pentecost, one in Greek and the other in Hebrew.  This opinion states that when some unknown editor collated these two accounts, they were combined into the extended version now found in the book of Acts.  These critics ignore the testimony of the earliest and most reliable manuscripts (MSS) that include BOTH accounts.  Additionally, the narratives flow naturally in both accounts without any hint of a textual addition.  We can safely believe that God granted this second “infilling” of the Holy Spirit in response to the prayers of the brethren, and that the natural unity of the Church was further solidified in their praise and worship of God.


B.  In verse 32 we are impressed with the unity of the Body of Christ.  The believers are of one heart and soul.  This amazing witness to the residents of Jerusalem must have convicted them of the power and presence of God in the Church.  The differing factions in Jerusalem included the Herodians, Zealots, Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and the Essenes, plus others of differing persuasions and faiths.  That so many people (the Church probably numbered about 12 thousand by this time) from so many places (cf. 2:5-11) could unite, as ONE HEART AND SOUL, was a miracle (cf. II Chronicles 5:11-14 & 7:1-4).  The divine principle of ONENESS in Christ is taught throughout the New Testament.  It’s important that we pray for one another and learn to forgive one another concerning the minor differences that too often destroy fellowship, create barriers and hinder the Kingdom work we’re called to (cf. John 17:21-23)!


C.  The Lord confirmed the Church with great ___________ concerning the witness of the ___________of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In verse 33 we hear the word ___________ for the first time in the Book of Acts.  This is a word that describes God’s relationship with those that believe.  Grace is “unmerited favor given from God to man whereby blessing occurs” (cf. 11:23 & 13:43).

II.  Charity in the early Church 4:34-37


A. The early Church shared with one another in accordance with need and available provision.  In vv. 34-37 we’re informed of one example of this practice of sharing.  Joseph, who was surnamed ___________ (vs. 36), had some extra land and sold it.  The money for the land was placed, as became the custom, at the feet of the ___________ (vv. 35 & 37).  Distribution was made to meet the needs of the brethren.  We are introduced to four men in the New Testament who are named Joseph (the husband of Mary, Joseph of Arimethea, Joseph called Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, and Joseph who was surnamed Barnabas).  The name “Barnabas” means “son of ___________” (vs. 36).  We know that he was a ___________ and was familiar with the contents of the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms.  He was also a citizen of Cyprus.  This man would eventually reside in the Church at Antioch (cf. 13:1-5) and travel with the Apostle Paul on Paul’s first missionary journey.  The home of Barnabas would be evangelized first as we shall witness.  BARNABAS may have been the author of the book of Hebrews.  This consideration is made when one realizes that Hebrews echoes the teachings of Paul (but was not written by Paul-the language and style being so completely different than Paul’s use of language and style, including introductory remarks etc.), that some one familiar with the Law and the Priesthood of Israel wrote the Epistle (the theme of the Book of Hebrews is the superior Priesthood of Jesus Christ), and other facts that support Barnabas as the author of this great Epistle.  Because of Barnabas’ travels with Paul we can imagine that Barnabas became familiar with the doctrines Paul taught.























































































































































































































































































Boldness

One

Soul

Power

Resurrection

Grace

Barnabas

Apostles

Consolation (encouragement)

Levite

Who was Barnabas?


Barnabas son of consolation, the surname of Joses, a Levite (Ac 4:36) His name stands first on the list of prophets and teachers of the church at Antioch (Ac 13:1) Luke speaks of him as a "good man" (Ac 11:24) He was born of Jewish parents of the tribe of Levi. He was a native of Cyprus, where he had a possession of land (Ac 4:36,37) which he sold. His personal appearance is supposed to have been dignified and commanding (Ac 14:11,12) When Paul returned to Jerusalem after his conversion, Barnabas took him and introduced him to the apostles (Ac 9:27) They had probably been companions as students in the school of Gamaliel. The prosperity of the church at Antioch led the apostles and brethren at Jerusalem to send Barnabas thither to superintend the movement. He found the work so extensive and weighty that he went to Tarsus in search of Saul to assist him. Saul returned with him to Antioch and laboured with him for a whole year (Ac 11:25,26) The two were at the end of this period sent up to Jerusalem with the contributions the church at Antioch had made for the poorer brethren there (Ac 11:28-30) Shortly after they returned, bringing John Mark with them, they were appointed as missionaries to the heathen world, and in this capacity visited Cyprus and some of the principal cities of Asia Minor (Ac 13:14) Returning from this first missionary journey to Antioch, they were again sent up to Jerusalem to consult with the church there regarding the relation of Gentiles to the church (Ac 15:2 Ga 2:1) This matter having been settled, they returned again to Antioch, bringing the decree of the council as the rule by which Gentiles were to be admitted into the church. When about to set forth on a second missionary journey, a dispute arose between Saul and Barnabas as to the propriety of taking John Mark with them again. The dispute ended by Saul and Barnabas taking separate routes. Saul took Silas as his companion, and journeyed through Syria and Cilicia; while Barnabas took his nephew John Mark, and visited Cyprus (Ac 15:36-41) Barnabas is not again mentioned by Luke in the Acts. 














