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Lesson Six: Chapter 3:12-4:4

I.  The Second Sermon of the Apostle Peter-Proclamation


A.  Peters see the gathering pilgrims and addresses the crowd.  He speaks to them by first asking two questions.  The first question focuses on the crowd’s amazement, drawing attention to their own interest.  The second question focuses on the cause of their amazement, with an explanation that God is the source of the miracle.  


B.  Peter explains that it is the God of ___________ and of ___________ and of ___________ who has done the miracle. Peter says that the Lord is the God of our ___________, and that He has glorified his Son Jesus through this miracle.  Peter wastes no time in placing the responsibility for the deliverance and death of Jesus upon the residents of Jerusalem.  He accuses them of participating in sinful rebellion against God, pointing out that they desired to free a murderer (Barabbas) 
 in the stead of Jesus, whom Pilate found not guilty of death (vs.13-cf. Lk 23:4, Mt 27:24, Jn 19:4).  

C.  Peter calls Jesus the ___________ One and the Just.  He also calls him the ___________ of Life (vss. 14 and 15).  The death of the Lord is on the hands of the Jews, but God has raised him from the dead! Peter claims to be a witness to the Resurrection of Christ (vs. 15) and Peter tells these people that it is ___________ through ___________ in his name that “hath made this man strong” (vs 16).  

D.  Peter then draws the crowd’s attention to their ignorance concerning the divine plan of God.  This is illustrated by his use of the Scriptures.  Peter summarizes the contents of the prophetic writings by telling the people that Christ should ___________ (vs. 18).  Peter then calls for ___________ from sin and tells them of the promise of God to send Jesus and the “times of ___________” (vss. 19-20).


E.  That our sins can be “blotted out” is the great hope of the believer.  Through the “blood of Jesus Christ” we are cleansed from sin and made acceptable in the sight of God.  As Isaiah said; “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” (Is 1:18, cf. Is 44:22, Neh 4:5, Psalms 69:28 & 109:13-14 as well as Rev 3:5). 


F.  In verse 21 we read that Jesus must remain in heaven until the times of ___________ of all things is accomplished by God.  Peter again summarizes the Prophets while stating this fact.  Then in verse 22 Peter points to Deuteronomy 18:15 and the words of Moses who represents the entire LAW of God.  So drawing from the Law and the Prophets (Mt 11:13; Lk 16:16; Jn 1:45 etc), Peter establishes the authority and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Peter warns these people that to reject Christ is to be rejected themselves by God and face certain destruction.  The Prophet ___________ is employed by name (vs. 24) to further this point.  Peter had a keen sense that he was fulfilling God’s plan and purpose as is demonstrated by the words”…foretold of these days.” Today’s church should have the same conviction about the work of God!

II.  The Second Sermon of the Apostle Peter-Examination 

A.  In verse 25 Peter uses Genesis 12:1-4 to speak about the blessing of God through Abraham and subsequently the nation of Israel.  The blessing of God to (and through) Abraham was received by FAITH.  The response to this blessing is a response to faith.  Jesus became the chosen means through whom the iniquities of humanity are forever forgiven, and eternal life (instead of eternal damnation!-cf. vs. 23)  received from the merciful hand of God.  At the conclusion of this sermon, the religious authorities arrest Peter and John (4:1-4).  Yet, we read of the results of this powerful sermon in 4:4; “But many of them that heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five ___________!!”

B.  A question must be raised about this number.  Does this number represent the total number of believers in Jerusalem to include those who believed at Pentecost?  Or does this number reflect the total number of persons who were present on Solomon’s Porch that wonderful day Peter preached his second sermon?  This has not been answered and may never be answered until we reach Heaven.  However, the growth of the Church as recorded in Acts 2:47 would place the number of converts before this sermon to something higher than 3,000 souls who were saved at Pentecost.  My personal preference is to understand this number as the number of persons actually saved during the second sermon of Peter, making the Church to exceed some eight thousand souls in number!!

The following is an outline for the Second Sermon of Peter:



























C.  The second sermon of Peter quotes the names of Abraham, 


C. The second sermon of Peter quotes the names of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to provide the Patriarchal basis for the Gospel.  Peter quotes the name of Moses in support of the Legal basis for the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Finally, he uses the name of Samuel to establish the Prophetic basis of his sermon.  This sermon draws from the entire range of the Old Testament including the Psalms with the reference to the “suffering Messiah” (vs. 18-cf. Ps 22).  

Note the love of Peter for the Lord as he refers to Him as the Holy One, the Just and the Prince of Life.  Peter’s sermon was packed with genuine Scripture reference and reverence, intellect and emotional appeal, combined with deep sincerity and hope.  That every sermon in our present age could be like this sermon is something we can all pray for!

































Answers:

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Fathers

Holy

Prince

His name

Faith

Suffer

Repentance

Refreshing

Restitution

Samuel

Thousand

THE SECOND SERMON OF PETER


(Acts 3:12-26)


3:12		Peter sees the crowd gathering and addresses them


Peter uses two questions to direct their attention to God


3:13-16	Peter establishes the authority of Christ through God


Peter uses the Scriptural formula of the “God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”


Peter points to the rebellion of man and sin towards God


Peter speaks about the Crucifixion of Christ and His Resurrection


3:17-18	Peter claims Scriptural authority in his sermon


3:19		Peter calls for the repentance from sin


3:20	Peter promise the Gift of Jesus Christ to those who hear and obey


3:21-25	Peter uses Scripture to establish the claims of Christ


Peter warns of the destruction that will befall unbelievers


3:26	Peter again calls for the repentance from sin through the blessing of Christ in God











� Barabbas i.e., son of Abba or of a father, a notorious robber whom Pilate proposed to condemn to death instead of Jesus, whom he wished to release, in accordance with the Roman custom (Joh 18:40 Mr 15:7 Lu 23:19) But the Jews were so bent on the death of Jesus that they demanded that Barabbas should be pardoned (Mt 27:16-26 Ac 3:14) This Pilate did. (Eastons)





�Act 3:19 - Repent therefore (metanohsate oun). Peter repeats to this new crowd the command made in Ac 2:38 which see. God's purpose and patience call for instant change of attitude on their part. Their guilt does not shut them out if they will turn. And turn again (kai epistrepsate). Definitely turn to God in conduct as well as in mind. That your sins may be blotted out (proj to exalifqhnai u`mwn taj a`martiaj). Articular infinitive (first aorist passive of exaleifw, to wipe out, rub off, erase, smear out, old verb, but in the N.T. only here and Col 2:14) with the accusative of general reference and with proj and the accusative to express purpose. That so (o`pwj an). Final particle with an and the aorist active subjunctive elqwsin (come) and not "when" as the Authorized Version has it. Some editors put this clause in verse 20 (Westcott and Hort, for instance). Seasons of refreshing (kairoi anapsuxewj). The word anapsuxij (from anapsucw, to cool again or refresh, 2Ti 1:16) is a late word (LXX) and occurs here alone in the N.T. Surely repentance will bring "seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord." (ROBERTSON-WP)





 





