Chaplain Johnston’s Bible Search in the BOOK OF ACTS






Lesson Eight: Chapter 4:21-31

I.  From Prison to Praise 4:21-23


A.  The Sanhedrin reluctantly released the disciples from their questioning.  They could not punish the disciples due to the celebration of praise by the people who glorified the Lord for the miracle.  Again, we witness the true intentions of the religious authorities who are more concerned with their control of power than the wonderful thing that has occurred in the life of this man, and in the life of Jerusalem! Their failure to acknowledge God is evidenced in the loss of influence they have over the people.  The age of the healed man is given. He was “above ___________ years of age!”


B.  The Greek word used here for “punish” is also used to describe the pruning of a tree or to “lop” off a branch.  We might suggest that the Sanhedrin wanted to “nip” this doctrine of the resurrected Christ “in the bud” before it could spread throughout Israel!

II.  The Prayer for Holy Boldness 4:24-31


A.  The immediate return of the Apostles (and we may assume, the healed man!) to the location where the believers gathered together and lived occurred when they were released.  This practice of returning and reporting the great works of God would set the example for future missionary works in the early church.  It is a divine principle to return to the home church that was responsible for “sending” out the missionaries and report on the success of the ministry from distant places (cf 14:26-28).


B.  In verse 24 we read that once the report was given, the entire fellowship of believers “lifted up their voice in ___________ accord.”  The exact prayer is recoded in vv. 24-30.  We know that someone led this prayer, and some have surmised that it was Peter, John or the brother of Jesus, James.  We also know that everyone in the fellowship participated in sincere supplication. 


C.  The structure of the prayer begins with honoring the Lord as the Creator of the heavens, the earth, the sea and all that I contained within creation.  The scripture is used to preface the request that the saints make before God.  They quote Psalm 2, giving a Messianic interpretation to this Psalm as a fulfillment of prophecy in the death of Jesus and the persecution of the church.  It’s interesting to note that this Psalm is directly attested to King David who prophetically spoke through the unction of the Holy Spirit.

D.  Additionally, the saints acknowledge the predetermined will of God in all that has happened and they petition the Lord to “behold their ___________and grant unto God’s “servants” that with all “___________” they might speak His “___________”!

E.  These saints also petition the Lord to stretch forth His hand to “___________ and that ___________ and wonders may be done by the “___________ of thy holy child Jesus!”

F.  God answered their prayer immediately! The place where they were assembled together was ___________ and they were ___________ filled with the ___________ and proclaimed the word of God with ___________ (vs. 31)!  This somewhat replicates the experience of Pentecost!

The following chart illustrates this prayer:


































































































































































































G.  This petition included the written Word of God!  The desire to preach the truth of God’s Word is the heart of the petition.  The Living Word answered this prayer, and we will encounter the overwhelming results of this answer as we continue with our study in the book of Acts!






The Prayer For Holy Boldness


1. The brethren of the fellowship are told about the problem


2. The brethren lift up their voices in one accord in prayer to God


3.  God is addressed as the Creator of all things


4.  Scripture is referenced and confessed before the Lord


5.  Faith in the Lord’s fulfillment of Scripture is confessed


6.  God’s sovereignty is acknowledged


7.  The petition is made


8.  God answers the prayer immediately











