Chaplain Johnston’s Bible Search in the BOOK OF ACTS






Lesson Two: Chapter 1:1-12

1.  The 40-Day Post-Resurrection Ministry of Jesus

The ___________ treatise referred to here in verse one is the Gospel of ___________.  The Gospel was concerned with all that Jesus ___________to do and teach.  This signifies that in the mind of Luke Jesus is still doing and teaching!  In verse two we read about the day of His ___________ (vs. 9).  Jesus refers to the ___________ who inspired the commandments that Jesus taught.  Some have read that the Holy Spirit was also instrumental in the selection of the Apostles.

With this in mind the question arises as to the theological implication of the Holy Spirit’s work and influence in the life of Christ. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit will be developed further as we progress through the Book of Acts.  The Lord received his commandments from both the Father and the Spirit (Jn 8:26-27 & Lk 4:1).The key words in these scriptures indicate the cooperative work of the Father and the Spirit in the life of Jesus.  The Father assigns Jesus the Words and the Work and the Spirit guides and empowers these Words and Works (Jn 14:26 tells us about the role of the Holy Spirit who “teaches” the believer).  We find the fulfillment of John 14:26 in Acts 1:2.


A.  The “commandments” given by Jesus through the Holy Spirit (vs. 2) are immediately referred to in verses 3-4. We may also believe that the Lord instructed the Apostles concerning the most important commands he taught during his ministry (Jn 20:23, 21:15-17 & 22; Lk 24:47-48).  The identity of the Apostles “whom he had chosen” must refer to the list of names found in Lk 6:13-16.  That list includes the names of twelve men, but at the time of the post-Resurrection ministry of Jesus, only ___________ are left because ___________ has committed suicide (1:18, Matt 27:3-10).


B.  The ___________ days mentioned here is the only indicator that such a ministry occurred.  However, the “infallible proofs” 
(vs 3) used to establish the truth of his Resurrection are read throughout the closing portions of each of the Gospels.  These proofs included the eyewitness accounts of his being alive, demonstrated by eating and drinking with the Apostles and allowing them to touch Him.  During this same period of 40 days Jesus spoke of things pertaining to the __________ of God (vs 3).  We should note that the number “40” represented a period of time that is often symbolic (Ex 24:18 records the time Moses spent receiving the Commandments of God-compare this with the time the disciples spend receiving the commandments of Jesus).


C.  In verse 4 we read that the Apostles were assembled together with the Lord. This word is translated in the Latin texts as “eating together” and support for this translation is given in reference to Mk 16;14, Lk 24:30, 41-42 etc.  The Greek word simply means “to be grouped” and we may surmise that this is what is intended here.  We now hear from the lips of our Master the command He instructs the disciples with, that being to “wait in Jerusalem for the ___________ of the Father..”.  This PROMISE is explained in some detail in verse 5.  The ___________ of the Holy Spirit is compared with the Baptism of John (Jn 1:33).  The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is different than the experience of Salvation.  In John 20:21-22 we read of the Lord breathing upon the disciples and commanding them to “receive the Holy Spirit.”  This action of the Resurrected Christ parallels the creative act of God in the creation of humanity, recorded in Genesis 2:7.  The destruction and death of humanity (through the Fall-Genesis, chapter 3) is now reversed by the “second birth” that Jesus spoke of in John, chapter 3.  The “new Creation” began with the Resurrected Christ, the Last Adam, recreating the “new humanity” through the Spirit of God.  The Apostles have been “born again” in John 20:21-22 and now await the Baptism of the Holy Spirit who will come upon them and endow them with authority and power.  This is the Baptism “promised by the Father.”  In this respect, we witness the Triune God fully engaged in the work of redemption.  This “baptism” will occur shortly in ___________.  This is the selected city for the Birth of the Church.  As Jesus Himself was born and died outside of the Holy City, it seems wonderful that the Bride of Christ, the church, would be “born” in Jerusalem.












































































































































D. The Apostles are concerned with the restoration and glory of God’s Kingdom (vs. 6) and they desire to know the ___________ when this will occur.  The Kingdom is understood by the Apostles to be Israel in glory.  This thinking reflects on the “Golden Age” of Israel when she ruled the known world under King David (ca. 1000 BC).  The Old Testament includes prophecies pointing to a future time when Israel will rule the world again, and in the Book of Revelation we read of the eventual fulfillment of those prophecies (Rev 20:4-cf. Isaiah 60-66 and Psalm 2). That the Apostles are thinking in this manner demonstrates their continued misunderstanding regarding the purpose of God, especially as it would manifest through the Church.  The Lord Jesus answers these men by telling them that the knowledge of the “times and seasons” is in the peculiar providence of the Father.  The distinction made between the earthly rule of a restored Israel and the heavenly rule of the Church begins at this point.  Jesus explains to the disciples that the time of earthly rule is something the Father will bring to pass.  The rule of the Church will begin shortly in Jerusalem and this rule will spread throughout the entire world (1:8).  This will be accomplished through the ___________which is given by the Holy Spirit and is manifested by the witness of the Apostles.  


E.  The theme of Acts is found in the eighth verse.  That the disciples would be witnesses in the power of the Holy Spirit regarding the Person and Work of Jesus Christ is now a historical fact that cannot be disputed.  At the time this command was given by Jesus, these men still considered themselves as insignificant concerning the overall plan of God.  That they should witness to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the “uttermost parts of the earth” was inconceivable.  Yet, it is a fascinating point of history that this is exactly what transpired, and the Book of Acts is neatly written to promote the historic flow and outworking of this command as it began in Jerusalem and followed the path of witness to Judea, Samaria and the rest of the world.


F.  In verse 9 we read of the ___________ of Jesus Christ. The ending of Mark’s Gospel seems to point to the doctrine of the Ascension (Mk 16:19) as well.  In Lk 24:49-53 we read of the Ascension with more detail than what we find in Acts 1:9.  Jesus ascended from a place near the village of Bethany.  As he ascended, he blessed his disciples and was carried into heaven.  Luke is the only writer to describe the ascension of Jesus Christ.  It is interesting to note that the Ascension of Jesus is the physical entrance of his resurrected body into the spiritual realm of God.  It would be a short time before the Kingdom of God would be sent from heaven into the physical realm of flesh and blood to dwell within believers through the abiding presence of God the Spirit (Rom 14:17).  Christ Jesus entered heaven in order to permit heaven’s entrance into us (Heb 4:14-15).  We are now found in Jesus Christ at the “right hand of God the Father” and simultaneously Christ is found in us through the miracle of Salvation! (Jn 14:17-23).  It is worthwhile to study the use of “clouds” in relationship to God throughout the Scriptures.  On numerous occasions we find the presence of God in the cloud (Ex 19:16, Ezek 10:4, Mt 24:30, I Thes 4:17, Rev 1:7, 11:12 etc).


G.  The Ascension of Jesus into heaven left the eleven disciples gazing into the sky.  Similar to the narrative describing the Resurrection (Jn 20:12) we read of ___________ men who were dressed in ___________ apparel (Cf. Rev 3:4).  These “men” were angels (Gen 18:1-2 & 19:1 interchanges the terms “men” and “angels” to describe the same persons).  These angels instruct the Apostles concerning the Return of Christ (sometimes called the Second Coming or the Parousia).  Jesus shall return in the same manner in which he left, in “the clouds of glory.”  This is the great hope of the Church and we are commanded to comfort one another with this hope (I Thes 4:15-18).

Bible Excursion -Did Jesus ascend twice into heaven?

This question is predicated on the Scripture evidence that suggests that Jesus ascended into heaven immediately after his physical resurrection from the dead.  The primary Scripture passage suggesting that Jesus ascended into heaven immediately following his Resurrection is John 20:17 which says: 

Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 

That Jesus shed his blood as an atonement for sin on the Cross and then applied that blood to the Mercy Seat of God is supported by Hebrews 9:23-25 which identifies the Priestly role of Jesus, who entered into heavenly places to make the blood atonement for our sins and the Levitical ministry of the Old Testament.

The Ascension of Acts 1:9 seems to have occurred after the initial entrance of Jesus into the heavenly court and suggests the possibility of a first ascension that was tied into the whole cosmic order as Christ defeated the powers of Hell, healed the brokenness of the world, and united the realm of Heaven with that of humanity.

__________________________________________________________________________________

John 20:17 - Touch me not (mh mou a`ptou). Present middle imperative in prohibition with genitive case, meaning "cease clinging to me" rather than "Do not touch me." Jesus allowed the women to take hold of his feet (ekrathsan) and worship (prosekunhsan) as we read in Mt 28:9. The prohibition here reminds Mary that the previous personal fellowship by sight, sound, and touch no longer exists and that the final state of glory was not yet begun. Jesus checks Mary's impulsive eagerness. For I am not yet ascended (oupw gar anabebhka). Perfect active indicative. Jesus is here at all only because he has not yet gone home. He had said (16:7) that it was good for them that he should go to the Father when the Holy Spirit will come through whom they will have fellowship with the Father and Christ. (Robertson-WP)

The disciples are called “men of Galilee” because that was the region they originated from.  Galileans were distinguished by their accent and speech (Lk 22:59 & Mk 14:70).  Soon, these uneducated fishermen from the backwater region of Galilee would turn the world upside down with the most profound truth ever known to humanity.

H. The return of the Apostles to Jerusalem to an “upper room” is recorded in verses 12-14.  The place of the Ascension was near Bethany, a ___________ day’s journey.
  This interesting phrase refers to the legal distance a devout Jew might travel on the Sabbath.  This was one of the traditions strictly held by the Pharisees surrounding the sanctity of the Sabbath.  This is the only place in the Bible where this exact phrase is used.

The point of departure is the Mount of ___________ also called Olivet (vs. 12).  It is interesting to note that our Lord’s Passion began on this holy mount and his victory is now fully realized here.  Verse 13 introduces us to the principle disciples we now call the Apostles. The Apostles are “..Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.”  These comprise the eleven chosen disciples of the original twelve (cf.Lk 6:13-16). They resided in an “upper room” and there seems to be an indication that this was “the” upper room where Jesus had spent his last evening before his crucifixion and where the disciples had hidden until the Lord’s appearance (Mk 14:14-16, Lk 22:12, Jn 20:19 & 26).  In the following verse we find Mary, the mother of our Savior is residing with them, as are the brethren of our Lord.  While we do not have a name for name list of Jesus brothers and sisters here, we can find such a list in Matthew 13:55-56:

 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?

 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?

The brethren of our Lord included his brothers and sisters through his mother, Mary, and his surrogate father, Joseph.  Our New Testament Books of James and Jude are thought to have been written by the brothers of Jesus with those names.

These all continued with ___________ accord in ___________ and supplication.  The unity of these brethren was evidenced in their commitment to and unity of prayer.  It is significant that mention of this unity includes the “women” as traditional prayer was often segregated.  The Blood of Jesus breaks down every barrier (Gal 3:28)!

Verse 15 tells us that were about 120 disciples “in those days” and that Peter stood up in their midst to address the concern of the “empty bishopric” vacated by the twelfth disciple ___________ (vs. 16).  The betrayal of Jesus Christ was foretold in Scripture and Judas Iscariot fulfilled the terrible prophecy.  Peter points to Psalms 69:25, 109:8 and 49:9 as a prophetic consequence of the betrayal.
  The money Judas received for betraying God the Son was recovered and used to buy a potter’s field, a place where strangers were buried. This field was named Aceldama, the Field of Blood. 
 The death of Judas is detailed here and it appears that he must have hung himself and remained undiscovered for some length of time, until his body bloated.  The rope probably broke due to the weight of the corpse and the miserable end of this man finally occurred. The horrible consequence of Judas betrayal ended in the graphic death described here (cf. Mt 27:4-10).

I. The election of another person to the empty bishopric of Judas Iscariot was made by Peter, however Verses 21 and 22 tell us what was needed to qualify as a candidate for the vacant office. The candidate must 

 “have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.”

Apparently, only two persons fit these criteria.  The first was Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed___________, and Matthias.  The disciples prayed before casting lots.  Their prayer is interesting because they mention Judas and their conviction that he had ___________ to “his own place”
 which most probably meant that Judas had perished in Hell.

The Lord is called “the One who knoweth the heart”,
 a name coined by these early believers, and He is invoked to choose between the two candidates (cf. Jer 20:12, Jn 2:25, Acts 15:8).

We are not told who cast lots, but we may surmise that only the original eleven had that responsibility as they were electing one who would be “numbered” with them as Apostles.  Casting lots
 was found in the Old Testament in Leviticus 16:9-10 (for the selection of the scapegoat), in Joshua 16:1 (for territory), I Chronicles 26:14 (for the gate keepers) and in Jonah 1:7 as terrified sailors sought to determine who in their shipboard crew had brought about the wrath of God upon them (of course, it was Jonah).

The lots fell on ___________ who becomes the twelfth Apostle.  Because of the lack of historical importance attributed to Matthias by the ancient Church, many have thought that God’s selection of the twelfth Apostle was Paul.  Indeed, Paul would seem more appropriate as God’s choice in the future history of the Christian movement. 

After this election of Matthias, we do not see the saints using “lots” to determine the will of God ever again.  It is most probable that with the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” that would shortly follow this election, the brethren would not need such outward guidance because God’s indwelling Presence would lead and guide accordingly (cf.Jn 16:13).
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A Chart Comparing the Old and the New Through the Week of Creation and Redemption


Creation of the Heavens and the Earth-Gen 1:1-3 (First Day) The New Heavens and the New Earth-II Pet 3:13, Rev 21:1-the Final Day





Creation of Adam and Eve-Gen 2:7 Adam from the “dust of the ground”; Eve from the “side of Adam” -Gen 2:22 (Sixth Day) The Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus-the sixth day ( Good Friday—“It is finished!”) followed by the Resurrection and subsequent “recreation” of Fallen man into a New Creation – Jn 20:21, II Cor 5:17, Gal 6:15, Eph 4:24, etc. (The Resurrection occurred on the First Day of the week)





God rested on the Seventh Day the Sabbath-Gen  2:2 The Eternal Sabbath-Eternal Fellowship and Rest in the Presence of God in the New Jerusalem-Heb 4:5-11, Rev 14:13, 21: 2-5 -The Everlasting day





The Entombment of God the Son-The Seventh day of the Week-He was at rest in the Tomb-fulfilling the LAW even in His death























� By many proofs (en polloij tekmhrioij). Literally, "in many proofs." Tekmhrion is


 only here in the N.T., though an old and common word in ancient Greek and occurring in


 the Koine (papyri, etc.). The verb tekmairw, to prove by sure signs, is from tekmar, a sign.


 Luke does not hesitate to apply the definite word "proofs" to the evidence for the


 Resurrection of Christ after full investigation on the part of this scientific historian.


 Aristotle makes a distinction between tekmhrion (proof) and shmeion (sign) as does Galen 


the medical writer. (WP-Robertson)


� Sabbath day's journey supposed to be a distance of 2,000 cubits, or less than half-a-mile, the distance to which, according to Jewish tradition, it was allowable to travel on the Sabbath day without violating the law (Ac 1:12 ) comp. (Ex 16:29 Nu 35:5 Jos 3:4). Easton’s Dictionary





� Mat 27:9 - By Jeremiah the prophet (dia Ieremiou). This quotation comes mainly from Zec 11:13 though not in exact language. In Jer 18:18 the prophet tells of a visit to a potter's house and in Jer 32:6ff. of the purchase of a field. It is in Zechariah that the thirty pieces of silver are mentioned. Many theories are offered for the combination of Zechariah and Jeremiah and attributing it all to Jeremiah as in Mr 1:2f. the quotation from Isaiah and Malachi is referred wholly to Isaiah as the more prominent of the two. Broadus and McNeile give a full discussion of the various theories from a mere mechanical slip to the one just given above. Matthew has here (27:10) "the field of the potter" (eij ton agron tou keramewj) for "the potter the house of the Lord" in Zec 11:13. That makes it more parallel with the language of Mt 27:7. (Robertson-WP)





� Act 1:19 - Akeldama (~Akeldamac). This Aramaic word Peter explains as "the field of blood." Two traditions are preserved: one in Mt 27:7 which explains that the priests purchased this potter's field with the money which Judas flung down as the price of the blood of Jesus. The other in Acts describes it as the field of blood because Judas poured out his blood there. Hackett and Knowling argue that both views can be true. "The ill-omened name could be used with a double emphasis" (Hackett). Cf. Robertson-WP.





� Act 1:25 - To his own place (eij ton topon ton idion). A bold and picturesque description of the destiny of Judas worthy of Dante's Inferno. There is no doubt in Peter's mind of the destiny of Judas nor of his own guilt. He made ready his own berth and went to it.





�kardiognw,sthj kardiognostes  {kar-dee-og-noce'-tace}  •  knower of the hearts  





� Act 1:26 - He was numbered (sunkatepshfisqh). To the Jews the lot did not suggest gambling, but "the O.T. method of learning the will of Jehovah" (Furneaux). The two nominations made a decision necessary and they appealed to God in this way. This double compound sunkatapshfizw occurs here alone in the N.T. and elsewhere only in Plutarch (Them. 21) in the middle voice for condemning with others. Sunpshfizw occurs in the middle voice in Ac 19:19 for counting up money and also in Aristophanes. Pshfizw with dapanhn occurs in Lu 14:28 for counting the cost and in Re 13:18 for "counting" the number of the beast. The ancients used pebbles (pshfoi) in voting, black for condemning, white (Re 2:17) in acquitting. Here it is used in much the same sense as katariqmew in verse 17. (Robertson-WP)











