Chaplain Johnston’s Bible Search in the BOOK OF ACTS






Lesson Four: Chapter 2:14-46

I.  The First Sermon of Peter (2:14-40)


A.  In the last lesson we read of the accusation made to the disciples that they were “full of new ___________” (vs. 13).  Peter is compelled to stand and defend the disciples and the work of the Holy Spirit (cf. the Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit-Lk 11:15-23).  Peter addresses all the persons in the vicinity of the upper room by “___________ up his voice.”  The Word of God requires us to speak forth in boldness (cf. 4:31).  Peter’s sermon is addressed to the men of ___________ and ___________.  The first phase in the fulfillment of the command of Jesus Christ recorded in 1:8 begins with the Jews in Jerusalem hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ.


B.  Peter begins by telling the bystanders that the disciples are not ___________ because it is only the ___________ hour of the day.  The third hour was reckoned as 9 am and the possibility of persons becoming intoxicated on new wine by such an early hour was very unlikely.  Rather, these disciples are a part of the Divine fulfillment of God’s prophetic utterance spoken through the prophet ___________ (vs. 16).


C.  The prophecy given by the prophet Joel signified the beginning of the Messianic Age.  The concept of the Messianic Age included the hope that Israel would be restored to its former glory under the hand of God.  In the book of Joel we read of the necessary repentance of Israel from her sins and the promise of God’s provision in mercy and restoration.  The important words of the prophecy are “pour out my Spirit” (vss. 17-18) and “last days.”  The phrase “last days” refers to the end time history of Israel (Jer 30:4-10) and the Church (II Tim 3:1).  A difference between Israel and the Church is indicated throughout the New Testament.  This difference is realized in the meaning of “last days” as Israel looks to a time of persecution, sorrow, repentance and exaltation. The Church 

anticipates that final chapter in human history, characterized by apostasy and great blasphemy and the Rapture of the Church from the world into the presence of the Lord.  A study of the “last days” and the doctrine of the “Last Day” provide interesting insights into what the world can expect before the return of Christ (cf. Jn 6:39-54, 11:24 etc.).  The Last Day will be the time of physical resurrection of the dead and the Last Judgment. 


D.  The prophecy of Joel is literally fulfilled with the “outpouring” of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The reference to “sons and daughters” refers to the descendants of Israel in the time of Joel.  A result of this “outpouring” will include young men having ___________ and old men having ___________ (vs. 17).  Servants and handmaidens shall ___________ (vs. 18-cf. Lk 1:38).  The move of the Holy Spirit always results in manifestations such as these.


E.  The Sermon of Peter focuses upon three areas of Scripture.  The first is the prophecy of Joel.  The prophecy is fully given but not fully realized because the second half of the prophecy still must occur (vss. 19-20 & Rev 6:12-13, Mt 24:29 etc.).  The second Scripture Peter quotes is the prophecy found in Psalm 16:25-31, and the third Scripture comes from Psalm 110:33-34.  These three Old Testament Scriptures form the foundation for the Sermon of Peter.  

Bible Excursion –The Meaning of “Jesus of Nazareth” and other terms of derision

The fulfillment of these prophecies is proclaimed to have occurred through the person of Jesus of Nazareth (vs. 22).  The use of one’s village for identification purposes was common due the many persons who had the same name (the name “Jesus” is derived from the name “Joshua”-cf. Acts 13:6-other names coming from Joshua are Hosea, Oshea, Jehoshua and Jeshua).  The name “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Jehoshua and means “God is salvation” (Lk 4:16, 34 etc.).  We can find another New Testament instance of one who is identified by the village he originated from, Judas Iscariot, so named because he came from the village of Iscariot. 

The earliest Christians were called Nazarenes or Galileans.  In Acts 24:5 we read that the early Christians were called “Nazarenes.” By the end of the 1st Century AD, the local Jewish synagogues opened their prayer sessions with a curse on the sect of the Nazarenes! The designation of the village of Nazareth or the region of Galilee was referred to in connection with the beliefs of the disciples in the One who came from Nazareth and dwelled in Galilee.
  

When our Lord was crucified, Pontius Pilate had the sign “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” posted above his head on the Cross (Jn 19:19-22).  The irony of this statement was well intended by Pilate because he understood the despising attitude of the self-righteous Pharisees and Sadducees concerning Nazareth and Galilee.  Pilate also understood the Jewish hope and expectation of a glorious Messiah King who would enter human history and deliver Israel from her captivity from any other nation (especially Rome). It was almost inconceivable to the studied Jew that the long awaited Messiah would come from anywhere but Jerusalem, the Holy City of God! 

That Jesus was crucified as the “King of the Jews” was in response to the accusations of the ruling religious leaders in Israel regarding the claims of Jesus, and the subsequent threats these Pharisees and Sadducees made against Pilate when they discerned his unwillingness to have an “innocent” man crucified.  They threatened Pilate as a co-conspirator against Rome and the King of Rome (Caesar) should he refuse to acknowledge the “false” claims of Jesus as the King of the Jews.  However, Pilate recognized that the real concern of these religious leaders was not that of rebellion against Rome, but that of religion.  The Jews thought that Jesus was a “blasphemer” because he made himself to be equal with God” (Lk 22:66-71, Mk 14:62-65, etc).

The early believers were also called “Christians.”  The word “Christian meant “little Christ” and was used in derision of the first believers who imitated their savior in obedience to his commands.
  It is found three times in the New Testament.  The early believers were first called Christians at Antioch (Acts 11:26, 26:28 and I Pet 4:16).


F.  The Sermon of Peter may be outlined as a model for our preaching today:


G.  We should remember that this sermon was prepared for through prayer.  Prayer includes petitioning God, interceding for others and simply communicating our love for the One who died for us. Prayer can also be a request for Divine Power to further the Gospel of Christ.  Divine Power comes from the Holy Spirit who enables our preaching to reach the lost (2:37).

II.  The First Christian Community (2:41-47)


A.  They that gladly ___________ and ___________ were ___________ (vs. 41).  The reception of the Word was the prerequisite for Baptism (believers baptism).
  No formula is given here as to how the baptism was administered, but we can look to other passages to better understand what was done. (cf. Mt 28:19).  The word for “baptism” in the Greek language (Greek is the language of the New Testament manuscripts) means simply “to dip.”  This conveys the idea of a full emersion into the water by the believer.  Indeed, the believer who was baptized was identifying with the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  This occurred as the believer stood above the water (dry) signifying life in this present world, then entered the water completely to signify death and burial, then emerged from beneath the water to signify the resurrection of the body from the grave.  This was a public act of faith and confession to the world at large.  Persons witnessing the baptism of believers would become interested and inquire about baptisms symbolism and meaning.  The witness to the truth of Jesus Christ was given and would result in the salvation of others.  Often, the ancient Church would gather around a public lake or pond (even sometimes using the ocean) and sing hymns as the baptism ceremony commenced. This would draw the attention of the passersby who would inevitably hear the Gospel witness.  The great Apostle Paul wrote of baptism as being:


Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12)

and

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)

Water baptism signifies our departure from this old world’s way of life and our entrance into a new way of living.  Our way of life is now a life of “faith” as demonstrated through the baptism ceremony.  We completely identify with our Risen Savior as followers of Jesus Christ.

There are other “baptisms”
to include the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Baptism of Fire.  Luke tells us that John the Baptist prophesied such during his earthly ministry:

John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:( Luke 3:16, cf. Mt 3:11 and Mk 1:8 etc).

The book of Hebrews also speaks of the doctrine of baptisms:

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment (Hebrews 6:2).

There is a mention of “baptism for the dead” and this has caused no small debate regarding the true intent of such a baptism.

We might speculate on the “baptism” Jesus refers to in Matthew 20:22-23 when he responded to the request of James and John to be seated with Jesus in Glory:

22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.

Luke 12:50 speaks of this baptism as something extremely difficult to do:

50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished!

Baptism in the Old Testament was a ceremonial cleansing from sin and was required of all pious Jews who desired to walk with the Lord.  John’s Baptism is a culmination of this doctrine of “works” and is superseded by the permanent cleansing of the Holy Spirit through the “baptism” of the believer in the blood of Christ.  Through faith in Jesus Christ, the believer is “washed” from sin and presented clean in the righteousness of God the Son!

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. (I Cor 6:11)

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,(Rev1:5)


B.  About ___________ souls were saved as a result of the Sermon of Peter on Pentecost!  These persons immediately identified themselves with the 120 disciples (1:15) and committed themselves to the community of faith.  The Church continued ___________ in the Apostle’s ___________.  The doctrine of the Apostles was the doctrine of Christ Jesus.  We find the FULL record of these teachings in the Four Gospels.  We are also told that the Church ___________.  The idea of fellowship in the early Church was one of complete unity and commitment to one another in Christ.  The notion of the “Sunday Meeting” is a long way removed from this blueprint for the Church (vs. 46).  The brethren also continued in the “breaking of ___________.”  This indicates two things, the Communion Supper and the actual fellowship meal or “common meal” shared by the community of saints.  The significance of this phrase can be studied at length (Jn 21:13, Lk 24:30-32 etc).  We also read that these brethren continued in ___________.  The full range of their internal fellowship consisted of the teachings of Jesus, committed fellowship with one another, sharing communion and a common meal and prayer.  These simple practices brought a profound revolution into the world of Palestine as the Church grew in power and the witness of Jesus Christ spread throughout Jerusalem and Judea!


C.  Verse 43 tells us about the external results of this community fellowship.  Tremendous miracles were done and reverence was given by all to the work of God through the Apostles.  This served to solidify the early Church in their daily lives.  They were ___________ and had all things ___________ (vs.44).  This verse must be interpreted by verses 45 and 46.  In these verses we read that the needs (not the wants!) of persons were met by the early Church.  This model of ministry reached all of Jerusalem (vs. 47).  We also read that the sale of personal properties and items was balanced with the needs of the community.  Persons owned their own homes (as is indicated in their fellowship from “house to house”) and they were committed to providing in accordance with their abilities to give.  If a man had an extra plot of land he did not need or use, or an extra home or possession, he sold it and donated the money to the Church, which in turn used the money to provide for those in need (cf. 4:36-37).


D.  These brethren continued ___________ in __________ accord (vs. 46).  They used the ___________ for times of worship and were committed to one another in Christ with gladness.  They ___________ God and had ___________ with all the people in Jerusalem.  Chapter two ends with the marvelous statement, “And the ___________ added to the Church daily such as should be ___________.”  God works through such commitment and manifests his presence in love, faith and hope as demonstrated in this first fellowship of believers!
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THE SERMON OF PETER


Acts 2:14-41


SCRIPTURE


2:14		Peter stood up and lifted up his voice


2:17-36	Peter used three major Scripture readings


2:22	Peter established the authority of Christ through the will of God


2:23		Peter points to the rebellion of man and sin towards God


2:23-32	Peter details the Crucifixion of Christ and the Resurrection of Christ


2:33-38	Peter tells his listeners of the Ascension of Christ and the Gift of the Holy Spirit


2:38	Peter follows up with a call to repentance from sin in the Name of Jesus Christ


2:39	Peter promises that those who hear and obey will be given the Gift of the Holy Spirit


2:40	Peter uses many other words to testify and exhort unto Salvation


2:38-41	Peter instructs those that believe in and receive the Gift of God to be 


baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ











�  The term “Nazarene” became synonymous with an ancient curse in the synagogues of Israel (about AD 90) due to the widespread influence of Christian beliefs. Mat 2:23 - Should be called a Nazarene (Nazwraioj klhqhsetai). Matthew says "that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets" (dia twn profhtwn). It is the plural and no single prophecy exists which says that the Messiah was to be called a Nazarene. It may be that this term of contempt (Joh 1:46; 7:52) is what is meant, and that several prophecies are to be combined like Ps. 22:6,8; 69:11,19; Isa 53:2,3,4. The name Nazareth means a shoot or branch, but it is by no means certain that Matthew has this in mind. It is best to confess that we do not know. See Broadus on Matthew for the various theories. But, despised as Nazareth was at that time, Jesus has exalted its fame. The lowly Nazarene he was at first, but it is our glory to be the followers of the Nazarene. Bruce says that "in this case, therefore, we certainly know that the historic fact suggested the prophetic reference, instead of the prophecy creating the history." The parallels drawn by Matthew between the history of Israel and the birth and infancy of Jesus are not mere fancy. History repeats itself and writers of history find frequent parallels. Surely Matthew is not beyond the bounds of reason or of fact in illustrating in his own way the birth and infancy of Jesus by the Providence of God in the history of Israel. Robertson-WP Nazarene This epithet (Gr. Nazaraios) is applied to Christ only once (Mt 2:23) In all other cases the word is rendered "of Nazareth" (Mr 1:24 10:47 14:67) etc. When this Greek designation was at first applied to our Lord, it was meant simply to denote the place of his residence. In course of time the word became a term of reproach. Thus the word "Nazarene" carries with it an allusion to those prophecies which speak of Christ as "despised of men" (Isa 53:3) Some, however, think that in this name there is an allusion to the Hebrew netser, which signifies a branch or sprout. It is so applied to the Messiah (Isa 11:1) i.e., he whom the prophets called the Netse, the "Branch." The followers of Christ were called "the sect of Nazarenes" (Ac 24:5) All over Palestine and Syria this name is still given to Christians. See NAZARETH –Easton’s Bible Dictionary





� Christian the name given by the Greeks or Romans, probably in reproach, to the followers of Jesus. It was first used at Antioch. The names by which the disciples were known among themselves were "brethren," "the faithful," "elect," "saints," "believers." But as distinguishing them from the multitude without, the name "Christian" came into use, and was universally accepted. This name occurs but three times in the New Testament (Ac 11:26 26:28 1Pe 4:16) 








� Baptism, Christian an ordinance immediately instituted by Christ (Mt 28:19,20) and designed to be observed in the church, like that of the Supper, "till he come." The words "baptize" and "baptism" are simply Greek words transferred into English. This was necessarily done by the translators of the Scriptures, for no literal translation could properly express all that is implied in them. The mode of baptism can in no way be determined from the Greek word rendered "baptize." It means both (1 to dip a thing into an element or liquid, and (2 to put an element or liquid over or on it. Nothing therefore as to the mode of baptism can be concluded from the mere word used. The word has a wide latitude of meaning, not only in the New Testament, but also in the LXX. Version of the Old Testament, where it is used of the ablutions and baptisms required by the Mosaic law. These were effected by immersion, and by affusion and sprinkling; and the same word, "washings" (Heb 9:10,13,19,21) or "baptisms," designates them all. In the New Testament there cannot be found a single well-authenticated instance of the occurrence of the word where it necessarily means immersion.  Baptism and the Lord's Supper are the two symbolical ordinances of the New Testament. The Supper represents the work of Christ, and Baptism the work of the Spirit. As in the Supper a small amount of bread and wine used in this ordinance exhibits in symbol the great work of Christ, so in Baptism the work of the Holy Spirit is fully seen in the water poured or sprinkled on the person in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. That which is essential in baptism is only "washing with water," no mode being specified and none being necessary or essential to the symbolism of the ordinance. The apostles of our Lord were baptized with the Holy Ghost (Mt 3:11) by his coming upon them (Ac 1:8) The fire also with which they were baptized sat upon them. The extraordinary event of Pentecost was explained by Peter as a fulfilment of the ancient promise that the Spirit would be poured out in the last days (Ac 2:17) He uses also with the same reference the expression shed forth as descriptive of the baptism of the Spirit (33). In the Pentecostal baptism "the apostles were not dipped into the Spirit, nor plunged into the Spirit; but the Spirit was shed forth, poured out, fell on them (11:15) came upon them, sat on them." That was a real and true baptism (The Church, by Professor Binnie, D.D.). Easton’s Bible Dictionary





�Baptism for the dead only mentioned in (1Co 15:29) This expression as used by the apostle may be equivalent to saying, "He who goes through a baptism of blood in order to join a glorified church which has no existence [i.e., if the dead rise not] is a fool." Some also regard the statement here as an allusion to the strange practice which began, it is said, to prevail at Corinth, in which a person was baptized in the stead of others who had died before being baptized, to whom it was hoped some of the benefits of that rite would be extended. This they think may have been one of the erroneous customs which Paul went to Corinth to "set in order." Easton’s Bible Dictionary





 





