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Lesson Ten: Chapter 5:1-11

I.  Sin in the early Church 5:1-11


A. Holiness and charity characterized the early church.  As we read in the previous lesson, the needs of all were met due to the commitment of love and sharing amongst the brethren.  Now we enter into the first dark period of Church history.  The episode of Ananias and ___________(5:1) stain the beauty and harmony of the early Church in Jerusalem.  In verse one we read that Ananias and Sapphira were married.  They ___________ a possession and brought a portion of the money from the sale to the Apostles.  The rest of the money they retained for themselves (vs. 2).  This incident needs to be closely examined if we are to gain an understanding of what happened.


B.  The excitement of the early Church was established through the faith of the believers and the grace of God.  This excitement was climactic to the fulfillment of prophecies found in the Old Testament.  The lives of these early Christians were transformed through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and the Gift of the Holy Spirit.  They realized the privilege of being a part of the divine program of God (I Peter 1:10-12).  The awesome reality of God’s Presence in the lives of these people was evidenced by a series of miracles, signs and wonders.  These supernatural events served to unify the Church, witness to the lost and glorify the Lord.  These same events also separated the Apostles from the remainder of the fellowship as they stood out as the indisputable leaders of the Church.  This separation and distinction may have been the source of some envy.  Some of those caught up in the excitement may have been tempted to promote themselves in the social structure of the fellowship.  The obvious contrast regarding the intent of Ananias and Sapphira’s giving is the preceding story of Barnabas.  It seems that Barnabas gave from his heart with no intention of securing personal gain, whereas, Ananias and Sapphira give as a part of a scheme to gain some personal end.


C.  We are told that the possession sold was ___________(vs. 3).  Peter addresses Ananias with the question, “Why hath ___________ filled thine heart to lie to the ___________ and keep back part of the price of the land?”  The accusation from Peter is directed to Ananias who conspired with the Prince of darkness in this scheme.  It involved the necessity of a lie, and this lie was directed ultimately against God (lying to the Church was considered lying against the Holy Spirit-this suggests the deep intimacy of the early Church with the Lord)!  Peter follows his accusation with sound reasoning, “Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold, and after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal (NIV)?” The intention to deceive the Church is the real issue here, not the amount of the gift.  The scheme of Ananias and Sapphira may never be completely understood by us in this age, but we do understand that they gave as though they offered ALL the money for the land as a gift, while retaining a portion of the sale.


D.  So what actually transpired? What sin was committed that would result in the tragic death of both Ananias and Sapphira? We have a close parallel in the Old Testament in the story of Achan (Joshua 7:1-26) where forbidden valuables are secretly hidden in defiance to the command of God.  Achan suffers the ultimate judgment of death and becomes a reminder of God’s commands for holiness as the people of God.  We also read of Phinehas who, through the zeal to serve the Lord, puts to death an Israelite who has sinned against the Covenant of God (cf. Numbers 25:7-11). Yet, another example of death occurring, because the holy and sacred things of God are profaned, is found in Leviticus 10:1, where the sons of Aaron offer “strange fire” to the Lord.  Their deaths reinforced the seriousness of reverence in the presence of the living God!  The sin of Simon Magus who thought that he could purchase the gift of the Holy Spirit may parallel the sin of Ananias and Saphira (Acts 8:9-25). Suffice it here to suggest that Ananias and Saphira presumed upon the goodness of the living God through their deceitful plan. Scripture warns us not to “tempt the Lord thy God” (Deuteronomy 6:16).  In other passages of the New Testament we can read about the discipline of the Christian community towards those who transgressed through sin. Paul commands the Corinthian Church to “deliver unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh” one of their own members who has been involved with gross sin (I Cor 5:5). In Galatians, the Apostle to the Gentiles commands a “curse” upon any who preach a different Gospel than what he has preached (Gal 1:8).  The Church doctrine on discipline is one that we don’t hear much about, however, in times of God’s visitation, holiness and obedience to the word of God can’t be presumed upon without serious consequence.


E.  As Peter asks the question, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost and to keep back part of the price of the land?” Ananias falls dead.  The death of Ananias shocked the Christian community.  The young men of the church buried Ananias.  About ___________ hours later, Sapphira came into the presence of Peter not realizing what had transpired with her husband (vs 7). Peter questions her about the sale of the land and Sapphira gives Peter the same answer her late husband gave. Peter then asks, “How is it that you have agreed together to ___________ the Spirit of the Lord?” (vs 9).  Then without waiting for Sapphira’s response, Peter pronounces the verdict of God’s judgment upon her.  Sapphira falls dead to the floor and she is buried in the same manner that Ananias was buried.  We are informed that she was buried next to her husband (vs 10).  In verse 11 we read of the response of the church. This is the natural response the saints should possess for the Lord.  We should abhor sin and seek to avoid “every appearance of evil” while living in holiness.

